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Please attribute the authors of these resources in the Order of Service and in the service itself.

Part 1: Sample Order of Service

Part 2: List of Resources

Part 3: Worship Resources

Part 1: Sample Order of Service

This sample order of service illustrates one way to break the sermon (aka talk, lecture, etc.) into two or three parts. One part would use one of the sermon excerpts provided below, while the other one or two parts would be based on the theme and written and delivered by members of your congregation. An alternative using two parts would be to use two of the sermon excerpts in this packet.

Announcements
Gathering Music

Opening Words
Hymn
Chalice Lighting (either spoken by worship leader or in unison by congregation)
Sung Response #123 Spirit of Life by Carolyn McDade (remain seated)

Spirit of Life, come unto me. Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.

Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; move in the hand giving life the shape of justice.

Roots hold me close; wings set me free; Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me.

Words of Welcome (by worship leader or Board member)

Meeting and Greeting (invite people to greet each other)
Music 
Exploration I 
Suggested length 5 minutes (500 words) written by a member of the

congregation on the theme or use part of one of the sermons in section 11. 

(If you are just doing two explorations, eliminate this one.)

Sharing of Joys and Sorrows (with lighting of candles or another ritual)

(unison response) For the joys shared, we join you in celebration. For the sorrows and concerns spoken here, may you feel our sympathy and compassion. For all that remains unspoken, both joy and sorrow, may the caring of our community offer you both kindness and hope.

Readings from the Common Bowl (use ten quotes from the Touchstones journal read by two people alternating—don’t read the names of the authors of the quotes, but allow a few beats between them so people can absorb the words and the meaning.)

Exploration II             Use one of the sermon excerpts provided below (ten minutes/1,000 words)
Offering

Reading or Responsive Reading

Exploration III
Suggested length 5 minutes (500 words) written by a member of the

congregation on the theme.

Hymn

Extinguishing the Chalice by Elizabeth Selle Jones (in unison)

We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.

Closing Words

Postlude
Part 2: List of Resources

1.0: Opening Words

1.1: May we come into this building hallowed by Rev. Dr. Kenneth R. Warren (80 words)
1.2: Lives of Goodness and Beauty by Rev. John Millspaugh (116 words)
1.3: This Time and Place by Rev. David C. Pohl (62 words)
1.4: The Higher Purposes of Our Lives by Rev. Linda J. Hoddy (148 words)
1.5: Call to Worship by Rev. Sharon Wylie (100 words)
1.6: We Gather on this Sabbath Morn by Rev. Burton Carley (112 words)
2.0: Chalice Lighting

2.1: A Faith of Wholeness by Rev. Debra Faulk (80 words)
2.2: Blessed is the fire that burns deep in the soul by Rev. Dr. Eric A. Heller-Wagner (70 words)
2.3: In the Mystery of Life About Us There is Light by Rev. George Kimmich Beach (56 words)
2.4: Let There Be Light by Rev. Dr. Andrew Pakula (85 words)
2.5: May This Flame by Rev. Bets Wienecke (29 words)
3.0: Hymns, Choral Music & Popular Music

      Singing the Living Tradition

3.1: SLT #1 May Nothing Evil Cross This Door

3.2: SLT #16 ‘Tis a Gift to Be Simple
3.3: SLT #121 We’ll Build a Land

3.4: SLT #137 We Utter Our Cry

3.5: SLT #160 Far Too Long by Fear Divided
3.6: SLT #163 For the Earth Forever Turning 

3.7: SLT #169 We Shall Overcome
3.8: SLT #170 We Are a Gentle, Angry People

3.9: SLT #181 No Matter If You Live Now Far or Near

3.10: SLT #182 O, the Beauty in a Life

3.11: SLT #186 Grieve Not Your Heart

3.12: SLT #292 If I Can Stop One Heart from Breaking

      Singing the Journey
3.13: SJT #1018 Come and Go with Me (zipper hymn: add “There’ll be goodness in that land…”

3.14: SJT #1027 Cuando El Pobre (see verse 4)

3.15: SJT #1058 Be ours a Religion

     Choral Music 

3.16: For Good (from "Wicked") by Stephen Schwartz/arr. Mac Huff
     Popular Music

3.17: Good Job by Alicia Keys (3:50)

3.18: The Greatest by James Blunt (3:11)

3.19: Back 2 Good by Matchbox 20 (5:40)

3.20: I'll Be Good by Jaymes Young (4:08)
3.21: If God Was One of Us by Joan Osborne (4:50)

3.22: Goodness, Love, and Mercy by Chris Tomlin (7:38)

3.23: Good Time by Owl City & Carly Rae Jepsen (3:27)
3.24: Good Life by OneRepublic (4:08)

3.25: All Good Things (Come to an End) by Nelly Furtado (3:38)
3.26: Evil by Interpol (3:37)

3.27: Evil by Dove Cameron (2:53)
3.28: The House of the Rising Sun by The Animal (4:16)

3.29: Where Evil Grows by The Poppy Family (2:51)

4.0: Stories & Illustrations

4.1: The Old Man’s Will by unknown author (497 words)
5.0: Meditations

5.1: Judas by Rev. Anne E. Treadwell (168 words)
5.2: High Resolve and a Love that Cares by Rev. Alan G. Deale (122 words)
5.3: Meditation on Goodness by Rev. Samuel A. Trumbore (87 words)
6.0: Prayers

6.1: Children of God by Rev. Kathleen Rolenz (260 words)
6.2: Variation of the Lord’s Prayer by David R. Chapman (104 words)
6.3: To the Spirit of Life (An Alternative Lord's Prayer) by Alex Jensen (137 words)
6.4: To Save the World by Rev. Bruce Southworth (153 words)
6.5: The Imprint of Love by Rev. Laura Horton-Ludwig (344 words)
6.6: Unbind My Compassion by Rev. George Kimmich Beach (236 words)

7.0: Responsive Readings

7.1: SLT #521 May I Be No One’s Enemy by Eusebius

7.2: SLT #577 It is Possible to Live in Peace by Mohandas Gandhi
7.3: SLT #596 Boundless Goodwill, a Metta Sutta

7.4: SLT #597 Love Versus Hate from the Dhammapada

7.5: SLT #598 Without Hate, Buddhist

7.6: SLT #637 A Litany of Atonement by Rev. Robert Eller-Isaacs
7.7: SLT #654 Impassioned Clay by Rev. Ralph Helverson

7.8: SLT #666 The Legacy of Caring by Thandeka

7.9: SLT #669 Psalm 1 by Stephen Mitchell

7.10: Hey Ain't That Good News! by Rev. John Corrado (201 words)
8.0: Readings
8.1: To Make Life Possible by Rev. Victoria Safford (243 words)
8.2: Marginal Wisdom by Rev. Leslie Takahashi (168 words)
8.3: Dream A Have You Do? by Rev. Gary Kowalski (410 words)
8.4: Does Evil Exist? by Rev. Marlin Lavanhar (402 words)
8.5: The Degree of Heartbreak by Rev. Victoria Safford (190 words)
8.6: Evil by Way of Reason? by Rev. David Schwartz (313 words)
8.7: Good and Evil by Kahlil Gibran (199 words)
8.8: Evil and Spiritual Growth by Jonathan H. Ellerby (255 words)
9.0: Extinguishing the Chalice

9.1: We extinguish this flame by Elizabeth Selle Jones (30 words)

9.2: Carry the Flame by Rev. Brian Kiely (53 words)

9.3: A Guiding Light by Rev. Martha Munson (33 words)

9.4: Daring Vision by Rev. Maureen Killoran (31 words)

9.5: It Becomes More by Rev. Amy Zucker Morgenstern (44 words)

9.6: The Work We Share by Rev. Krista Taves (54 words)

9.7: The Power of Our Thoughts by Rev. Rolfe Gerhardt (60 words)
10.0: Closing Words

10.1: Sometimes we do what is wrong by Rev. Dr. Linda Anderson (123 words)
10.2: Help Us to Be as Good by Rev. Harry Meserve (105 words)
10.3: There Are Miles Behind You by Rev. Dr. Andrew Pakula (44 words)
11:0 Sermons

11.1: A Thirst for Goodness by Rev. Jill Cowie (Excerpt, full text at https://uuharvard.org/services/a-thirst-for-goodness/) (1,045 words)
11.2: Good and Evil by Rev. Victoria Safford (Excerpt, full text no longer online) (1,022 words)
11.3: Speechless in the Face of Evil by Rev. Josh Pawelek (Excerpt, full text at http://revjoshpawelek.org/speechless-in-the-face-of-evil/) (1,064 words)
11.4: What do we do with evil? by Rev. Carol Allman-Morton (Excerpt, full text no longer online) (1,558 words)
11.5: Sermon on Evil by Rev. Mary Katherine Morn (Excerpt, full text no longer online) (1,360 words)
12.0: Readings from the Common Bowl

13.0: Supplemental Materials
13.1: Confronting Evil: Has Terrorism Shaken Our Religious Principles? by Warren R. Ross (4,561 words)

13.2: After 9/11, can Unitarian Universalists talk about evil? by Rev. Angela Herrera, September 2011 (1,358 words) 

13.3: Liberal Theology and the Problem of Evil by Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor

Part 3: Worship Resources

1.0: Opening Words

1.1: May we come into this building hallowed by Rev. Dr. Kenneth R. Warren (80 words)
     May we come into this building hallowed by generations of thoughtful worship. May we come into the company of this congregation, enlightened by reason and moved by concern. May we come with open minds and warm hearts.

     May we here cultivate a confidence that human intelligence and human affection can temper and ultimately overcome cruel circumstance and misguided malice, with faith in the power of good over evil.

     So, may we find both our social responsibilities and our individual salvation.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/opening/5367.shtml
1.2: Lives of Goodness and Beauty by Rev. John Millspaugh (116 words)
     All too often, we pace the geometries of our walled gardens, believing we are traversing the whole of creation. With spirits of discovery, let us uncover the mysteries nested in our routines, with the eagerness of children, let us seek out the secrets unfolding in our peripheral vision. Let us behold each fellow creature with reverence; let us greet each day with praise and thanksgiving. For life is a gift of incomprehensible magnitude; our lives are voyages with unknowable destinations. Along the way, let us meet, kiss, challenge, and support one another, let us fashion a network of mutuality and extend it into the larger world. In these ways, we forge lives of goodness and beauty….

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/5909.shtml
1.3: This Time and Place by Rev. David C. Pohl (62 words)
     We come to this time and place: To rediscover the wondrous gift of free religious community; to renew the faith in the holiness, goodness, and beauty of life; to reaffirm the way of the open mind and full heart; to rekindle the flame of memory and hope; and to rekindle the vision of an earth made fair, with all her people one.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/we-come-to-this-time
1.4: The Higher Purposes of Our Lives by Rev. Linda J. Hoddy (148 words)
     Enter with me that still place within, the center, where we find not only our inmost selves, but also, our connection to the farthest reaches of the universe.

     Here we confront our aspirations and our failings.

     Though we seek always for our lives to be full of goodness, we sometimes lack courage to right the injustices that confront us.

     Though we seek always to be generous, sometimes our fears cause us to be greedy.

     Though we seek always to walk the moral high ground, sometimes we judge others too quickly and too harshly.

     Though we seek always to understand the larger mysteries, sometimes doubt causes us to lose faith in our purpose.

     Here, in this space made sacred by our shared lives and our shared yearnings, may we find new courage, new generosity of spirit, forgiveness given and received, and rededication to the higher purposes of our lives.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/5869.shtml
1.5: Call to Worship by Rev. Sharon Wylie (100 words)
For millennia
People have gathered together to hear stories,
To root for the underdog,
To jeer the evil and the unkind.
We see in our stories
Mirrors to our own lives
Where we hope good things will happen to good people
And that evil will be vanquished.
This morning we gather for story,
For cheering and jeering,
For hope and for justice.
May this ancient story shed new light on our own lives
And may we know ourselves connected to millions of listeners who have come before us and millions of listeners who will come after.
Let us worship together.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/opening/purim-call-worship
1.6: We Gather on this Sabbath Morn by Rev. Burton Carley (112 words)
     We gather on this Sabbath morn to worship in spirit and truth; to raise a joyful noise to the Eternal Mystery; to reconfirm our covenant to seek wisdom in love; to strengthen our commitment to the common good.

     We come from many paths to explore that which is hidden; to consider the ways of our hearts; to confess how we have stumbled; to heal what is broken.

     We assemble in the effort to quicken our compassion and mercy; to deepen our understanding; to renew our courage; to remember who we are.

     Thus, do we celebrate the grace and gift of life and practice our faith, to the greater glory of the Spirit.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/opening/5442.shtml
2.0: Chalice Lighting

2.1: A Faith of Wholeness by Rev. Debra Faulk (80 words)
A chalice lit in our midst is a symbol of our liberal faith,
A faith built on the foundation of freedom, reason and tolerance
A faith sustained by acts of kindness and justice
A faith that visions a world flourishing, with equality for all her people
A faith that demands the living out of goodness
A faith that requires thoughtfulness
A faith of wholeness
This tiny flame is the symbol of the spark of all this within each of us.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/chalice-lighting/chalice-symbol
2.2: Blessed is the fire that burns deep in the soul by Rev. Dr. Eric A. Heller-Wagner (70 words)
Blessed is the fire that burns deep in the soul. It is the flame of the human spirit touched into being by the mystery of life. It is the fire of reason; the fire of compassion; the fire of community; the fire of justice; the fire of faith; the fire of goodness. It is the fire of love burning deep in the human heart; the divine glow in every life.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/chalice-lighting/blessed-is-fire
2.3: In the Mystery of Life About Us There is Light by Rev. George Kimmich Beach (56 words)
     In the mystery of life about us there is light.
It gives us a place to be, to grow, to rejoice together.
It opens the pathways to love.

     In this place of friendship there is freedom.
Let the light we kindle go before us,
Strong in hope, wide in good will,
Inviting the day to come.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/chalice-lighting/mystery-life-about-us-there-light
2.4: Let There Be Light by Rev. Dr. Andrew Pakula (85 words)
     Let there be light
The light of joy, the light of happiness, and the light of contentment
May it illuminate our paths and fill our lives with peace

     And let there be dark
For it is from our dark places that we are brought forward
Tried and tested
And impelled toward growth
It is in these places that we realize compassion and learn to love

     And there was day and there was night.
And there was joy and there was sorrow.
And it was good.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/chalice-lighting/let-there-be-light-0
2.5: May This Flame by Rev. Bets Wienecke (29 words)
May this flame,
symbol of transformation since time began,
     fire our curiosity,
     strengthen our wills,
     and sustain our courage
as we seek what is good within and around us.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/chalice-lighting/may-flame
3.0: Hymns, Choral Music & Popular Music

      Singing the Living Tradition

3.1: SLT #1 May Nothing Evil Cross This Door

3.2: SLT #16 ‘Tis a Gift to Be Simple
3.3: SLT #121 We’ll Build a Land

3.4: SLT #137 We Utter Our Cry

3.5: SLT #160 Far Too Long by Fear Divided
3.6: SLT #163 For the Earth Forever Turning 

3.7: SLT #169 We Shall Overcome
3.8: SLT #170 We Are a Gentle, Angry People

3.9: SLT #181 No Matter If You Live Now Far or Near

3.10: SLT #182 O, the Beauty in a Life

3.11: SLT #186 Grieve Not Your Heart

3.12: SLT #292 If I Can Stop One Heart from Breaking

      Singing the Journey 

3.13: SJT #1018 Come and Go with Me (zipper hymn: add “There’ll be goodness in that land…”

3.14: SJT #1027 Cuando El Pobre (see verse 4)

3.15: SJT #1058 Be ours a Religion

     Choral Music 

3.16: For Good (from "Wicked") by Stephen Schwartz/arr. Mac Huff
(voicing: SATB) (level: medium) (length: 4:30) (piano)
…. “From the Broadway show ‘Wicked,’ a take on ‘The Wizard of Oz’ from the witches’ point of view, this is a tender, expressive ballad with touching lyrics: ‘Like a comet pulled from orbit as it passes a sun. Like a stream that meets a boulder halfway through the wood. Who can say if I've been changed for the better because I knew you, I have been changed for good.’” 

Source: https://www.jwpepper.com/For-Good/3301740.item#/
     Popular Music

3.17: Good Job by Alicia Keys (3:50)

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N63tvQBwSSw
3.18: The Greatest by James Blunt (3:11)

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ggg_iCrE6I
3.19: Back 2 Good by Matchbox 20 (5:40)

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBHnTyiquAA
3.20: I'll Be Good by Jaymes Young (4:08)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scd-uNNxgrU
3.21: If God Was One of Us by Joan Osborne (4:50)

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Gx1Pv02w3Q
3.22: Goodness, Love, and Mercy by Chris Tomlin (7:38)

Based on the 23rd psalm, performed at church service

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Qa6zZrYkZA
3.23: Good Time by Owl City & Carly Rae Jepsen (3:27)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7HmzwI67ec
3.24: Good Life by OneRepublic (4:08)

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZhQOvvV45w
3.25: All Good Things (Come to an End) by Nelly Furtado (3:38)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pBo-GL9SRg
3.26: Evil by Interpol (3:37)

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkpgz3uQ58U
3.27: Evil by Dove Cameron (2:53)
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jAbdWZf2GM
3.28: The House of the Rising Sun by The Animal (4:16)

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Fy7opKu46c
3.29: Where Evil Grows by The Poppy Family (2:51)

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgkzFt8Q_k4
4.0: Stories & Illustrations

4.1: The Old Man’s Will by unknown author (497 words)
     In a small American town, there once lived an old man. Generations of children grew up listening to his stories, and he was always first in line if anyone was in any kind of need. He taught the children to hunt and fish, and everyone loved him. He lived alone in a little log cabin, and his door was always open to all comers. 

     Now it happened that a valuable seam of copper was discovered, which ran right through the plot of land where the old man had his cabin. Soon, the big businessmen in town approached him. They wanted to buy his land and knock down his cabin, so that they could begin mining the copper. 

     But the old man didn’t understand about money, and their offer had no meaning for him. All he wanted was his own little cabin, right there in the woods, where he had always lived. 

     The businessmen grew frustrated. After all, a large operation was in jeopardy here, and they stood to make huge profits from the copper mine. When the old man refused to listen to their offers, they began to threaten him. The people who had always been his friends were turning into his enemies. Eventually, they told him in no uncertain terms, “Unless you are out of this place by sunset, we will come and kill you.” The only person who cared about the old man any more was the town’s preacher. He saw what was going on, and made up his mind to do something about it. 

     Well, sunset came, and the old man was still in his cabin. Meanwhile, however, the town’s preacher had slipped off to the cabin, and when the lynch mob arrived to kill the old man, the preacher stepped out of the cabin door, and addressed them quietly. 

     “The old man realizes he is going to die,” he told them, “and he has asked me to come out tonight on his behalf and read you his last will and testament.” 

     The attackers fell silent, and waited impatiently as the preacher unfolded a piece of parchment and began to read: 

     “I leave my fishing rod to you, Pete, because I remember the first bass you ever caught with it when you were seven. 

     “I leave my rifle to you, James, because I remember how I taught you to shoot with it. 

     “I leave my tin whistle to you, Harry, so that you won’t forget those tunes we used to play in the summer evenings. 

     “I leave my leather boots to you, Jake, because you used to play with the bootlaces when we were getting ready to go for those long walks together.”

     One by one, the few items that the old man possessed were each bequeathed to the person to whom they would mean most. 

     And one by one, the would-be attackers – Pete, James, Harry, Jake and all the others – hung their heads and made their way home in the silence of the night.

Source: Unknown, included in One Hundred Wisdom Stories by Margaret Silf
5.0: Meditations

5.1: Judas by Rev. Anne E. Treadwell (168 words)
     Now, in shared quietness, we shall listen to the wisdom of our inner hearts and minds as we join in meditation. 

     …Let us be mindful of how closely hatred and fear are intertwined, as they were for the priests and scribes as they reacted to Jesus. May we never, through our fears, seek to kill that which is good and true. Let us seek forgiveness for times when our fears have outweighed our love. 

     Let us remember how easily evil may enter our hearts, as it entered the heart of Judas. We pray that we may have the wisdom to recognize evil, and the strength to keep it away. 

     Let us be mindful of the greed which so often rules us, as it ruled Judas who covenanted with murderers for money. May we never betray anything good, or anyone loved, for the promise of selfish gain. 

     Let us remember …the night of betrayal, the night of love, the night of hate. Let us remember, in silence and wonder.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/5503.shtml
5.2: High Resolve and a Love that Cares by Rev. Alan G. Deale (122 words)
     Thou who art the vital center of our lives. We know that your presence is not called up by much speaking. Rather may we honor your presence in the absence of noise. 

     While we may not be on close terms, we would recognize the need for your help. There are many times when we cannot go it alone. When we would be strong, we discover that we are weak and need the confidence of your presence. When we would be good, we often forget our resolve and slip into evil and sloth. We need the vision of transcendent presence which you offer to us, encouraging us to be better than we are, challenging us to high resolve and a love that cares.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/5694.shtml
5.3: Meditation on Goodness by Rev. Samuel A. Trumbore (87 words)
Goodness is a means, not an end.

Look within.

Who can stop the hunger
For more than we deserve?
Who can prevent a jealous thought
From urging us to protect our hearts?
Who can ward off all the uncertainties
That disturb the mind before we decide to act?
Were perfection required to be good,
All human existence would be a living hell.
Believe otherwise.

Embodying love is the endless means to be good.
In each moment, love stands at our side
ready to be chosen.
Choose wisely!

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/130318.shtml
6.0: Prayers

6.1: Children of God by Rev. Kathleen Rolenz (260 words)
     Let us join our hearts and minds together in the spirit of prayer: 

     O Holy One, that unites all who are estranged and challenges all who preach division and exclusion, 

     We see that unity so often in the eyes of a child, who sees neither race nor creed in any eyes that look back, but only whether those are smiling are crying. 

     Suffer the little children to come to me, Jesus once said, for such is the Kingdom of God. 

     Yet every one of us had the eyes of a child at one time, had that vision, had that open acceptance. 

     Before we put on the armor of our educations, and our social class, before we went to school and to war, before we went to church or mosque or synagogue, or temple, we were somebody’s child and we were loved. 

     So Holy One, help us to hold in our hearts and our hands all those mother’s sons and daughters who are in harm’s way this day, those who fight the wars of today and hope to lay eyes on those they love once more, those who came home from the wars of yesterday and could not tell us what their eyes saw those whose eyes were closed forever and whose family’s eyes were filled with tear…. 

     On all sides, in both trenches, despite the evil that is done, despite the high ideals that are proclaimed, our faith is that all these children deserve to be called the Children of God. 

      We pause in silent affirmation of that faith: Amen.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/5580.shtml
6.2: Variation of the Lord’s Prayer by David R. Chapman (104 words)
    Good Friend, your soul is within me now,
And I hallow your spirit with my love.
Our peace will come and goodwill shall be done,
And we will learn that our Earth is our Heaven.

     This day and all days, I offer you
My bread, my hand and my heart.
I ask your forgiveness for my injustices
As I will always offer you mine in return.

     And if we yield not to unkindness,
We shall deliver our souls from evil.
For ours is the joy to find glory
In the good that we do
And the love that we share,

Forever and ever.
Amen.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/184770.shtml
6.3: To the Spirit of Life (An Alternative Lord's Prayer) by Alex Jensen (137 words)
     Spirit of Life and Love, Holy God, Source Eternal, in our midst yet still ever so elusive:

    To breathe your sacred name is a blessing.

    Your world become,

     Your will be done here, on Earth, inspired by our aspirations to do and be better people.

     May we have all that we need to survive, live, and thrive.

     Remind us to be gentle; may we love mercy and kindness, recalling the times when we've fallen short ourselves.

     Call us to be firm; may we not be tempted to follow selfish motivations or reside in our narrow privileges, unexamined and uninterrogated; move us to counter and overcome evil and injustice in ourselves, our lives, and institutions.

     Yours is the Beloved Community, the fire of commitment in our hearts, and the spirit of generosity and abundance, now and always. Amen.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/prayer/invocation-spririt-life-alternative-lords-prayer
6.4: To Save the World by Rev. Bruce Southworth (153 words)
     O Source of life and love,

     Torn by desires to sit back
and to enjoy the beauty of the world—
to savor the blue skies and gentle days—
and by desires to recast the world and to fight its evils—
to save the world...
     Torn by all those things that hurt and confuse
and make no sense amid beauty—
yet supported by all those things that heal and hold us—
smiles, kisses, mountain vistas
and gentle waves, warm words...
     We live in mystery.

We live torn apart at times—
so much glory—
so much pain.
    We live in faith—
faith in ourselves and each other—
faith that we can create bonds of the spirit
that proclaim we are not alone.
We have much health within us—
we can live through the heartache to new life.
     So, for the grace of the world
and all the tumble, too,
this day we give thanks. Amen.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/5610.shtml
6.5: The Imprint of Love by Rev. Laura Horton-Ludwig (344 words)
     Spirit of life and love,
light within and without,
mystery from which we have all emerged,
within which we live and die:
be with us now as we allow ourselves
to drop into the silence and stillness
at the center of our being.

     As people of faith,
we seek to live in a spirit of love,
a spirit of community, justice, and peace.
And yet, in so many corners of the world both far and near,
we see divisiveness and hate.
If we look deep within ourselves,
perhaps we will even find those shadow energies there too.
We struggle to respond to the outer world
and our inner dramas
in ways that manifest love.
At times we may fear that love will not be strong enough.
At times we may question whether love really is at the root of all things,
in this world with so much struggle and suffering and discord.
We may struggle to hold on to our faith in love,
knowing that if all things come from the one source we proclaim,
that source must somehow hold hate as well as love,
violence as well as peace,
evil as well as good.

     This is the mystery within which we live and die.
These are the questions that haunt our days and nights.
And yet we are not without hope.
Our struggles and our questions testify to our longing for peace, for love.
Our very longings
are born out of that mystery
we dare to address as “Spirit of life and love.”
In the stillness and silence of our own heart
we read the imprint of love
created not by our own will,
but planted there for us to discover.
By what or whom, we cannot know, and yet it is there:
A clue,
a talisman,
a beacon,
a light within.
May it keep hope alive
even as we dwell in mystery.
May it guide us all as we seek to act wisely and well.
May it help us to be vessels of compassion for one another
and for our world.

      Amen.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/prayer/imprint-love
6.6: Unbind My Compassion by Rev. George Kimmich Beach (236 words)

     Some days dark tremors sweep across our lives. Troubling events accost us. We have grown accustomed to such things, and often we have fenced off our natural sympathies with the thought: this belongs to somebody else.

     But now a crisis of life brushes close to us, touches us, befalls us and those we love. We want, now, to know: how, and what, and why? We want an explanation, though we know that all our explanations put together do not finally explain. They but fend off worry, anger, and grief. The mysteries of evil and innocence remain. The darkness of being at a loss remains, and in this abyss of the heart we can but pray for light.

     This is when I pray, and this is my prayer. Let me be patient of all these feelings that drive me hither and yon. May I be at peace, more patient with myself. Let me live within the questions that promise no answers but only signal the mystery that gave them birth. Let me turn from every pettiness of the heart, willing to see and accept that the world does not revolve around me. Let the grief, the pain, and the nameless trouble that overcomes me also open me to feel what others have felt.

     Giver of being and freedom, unbind my compassion for all beings about me, and again set free the child of grace within me. Amen.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/dark-tremors
7.0: Responsive Readings

7.1: SLT #521 May I Be No One’s Enemy by Eusebius

7.2: SLT #577 It is Possible to Live in Peace by Mohandas Gandhi
7.3: SLT #596 Boundless Goodwill, a Metta Sutta

7.4: SLT #597 Love Versus Hate from the Dhammapada

7.5: SLT #598 Without Hate, Buddhist

7.6: SLT #637 A Litany of Atonement by Rev. Robert Eller-Isaacs
7.7: SLT #654 Impassioned Clay by Rev. Ralph Helverson

7.8: SLT #666 The Legacy of Caring by Thandeka

7.9: SLT #669 Psalm 1 by Stephen Mitchell

7.10: Hey Ain't That Good News! by Rev. John Corrado (201 words)
We believe there is a place at God’s table for each and every child of earth

Hey, ain’t that good news!
We believe the giver of life has been given many names and loves the givers of all of them

Hey, ain’t that good news!
We are more interested in getting heaven into people now than getting people into heaven later

Hey, ain’t that good news!
We believe religious scriptures are open doors rather than sealed vaults

Hey, ain’t that good news!
We believe there is still some holy writ yet to be written

Hey, ain’t that good news!
We believe true evangelism is more preaching practiced than practiced preaching

Hey, ain’t that good news!
We believe peace and justice are not just words we form with our lips but realities we shape with our lives

Hey, ain’t that good news!
We believe in one race—the human race

Hey, ain’t that good news!
We believe we are one with stars and trees and tigers and rivers and all the stuff of life

Hey, ain’t that good news!
We believe our lives are all about growing hearts that love, minds that seek, and hands that serve

Hey, ain’t that good news!
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/183438.shtml
8.0: Readings
8.1: To Make Life Possible by Rev. Victoria Safford (243 words)
     A woman writes about her long-ago life as a child in World War II. She was six years old, a German child in a Russian prison camp. She tried one day to steal food and was caught by a Russian officer. He grabbed her arm roughly, and then, she says, “looking into my frightened eyes, he recognized the longing and anxiety of his own little daughter who together with her family (his family) was killed near Leningrad by the Germans. He started to cry, and as he smiled at me through his tears, we joined hands. Two homeless people, without any words, decided to take care of each other, to be father and daughter. This lasted for nearly two years, the only time in my life that I ever had a father.” Annelie Keil writes, “I began to learn then that life in its fullest sense can exist only when the appropriate conditions for living are provided… life is an invitation, a challenge to take the next step into the darkness of uncertainty and creativity. A decision must be constantly made to make life possible,” a decision you make only partly for yourself and in large part for others. That, to me, is an interesting idea about how good exists in this world: as a series of tiny human decisions, sometimes premeditated, but sometimes seemingly spontaneous – these very small choices to make life possible. He grabbed her arm, then he took her hand. 

Source: no longer online

8.2: Marginal Wisdom by Rev. Leslie Takahashi (168 words)
     They teach us to read in black and white.
Truth is this—the rest false.
You are whole—or broken.
Who you love is acceptable—or not.
Life tells its truth in many hues.
We are taught to think in either/or.
To believe the teachings of Jesus—OR Buddha.
To believe in human potential—OR a power beyond a ​single will.
I am broken OR I am powerful.

     Life embraces multiple truths, speaks of both, and of and.
We are taught to see in absolutes.
Good versus evil.
Male versus female,
Old versus young,
Gay versus straight.

Let us see the fractions, the spectrum, the margins.
Let us open our hearts to the complexity of our worlds.
Let us make our lives sanctuaries, to nurture our many identities.

     The day is coming when all will know
That the rainbow world is more gorgeous than monochrome,
That a river of identities can ebb and flow over the static, stubborn rocks in its course,
That the margins hold the center.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/marginal-wisdom
8.3: Dream A Have You Do? by Rev. Gary Kowalski (410 words)
     In his avant-garde theatrical “The Last Supper At Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” New York choreographer/dancer Bill T. Jones includes a backwards broadcast of Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream” speech: Last At Free Are We. Almighty God Thank! The jumbled juxtaposition of the great orator’s words is jarring, but as a black, gay artist, Jones means no disrespect. The entire work is intended to take the audience out of their normal comfort zone, to help them confront the realities of racism and homophobia that still haunt our land 60 years after Dr. King’s famous speech.

     I had an unusual chance to appear on stage with Jones back in 1991, when the show first debuted. In each city where “The Last Supper” performed, a local minister was invited to be part of the act, to join in an impromptu, unscripted dialogue about the persistence of evil and the power of faith. “Are you a person of faith?” Bill asked me. It was a simple question, but unexpected. The two of us were seated in straight-backed chairs on the proscenium, with spotlights shining down and three thousand people filling the theater, listening for my answer. It was a tense moment.

     I finally responded that all of us are people of faith. Everyone believes in something. Everyone trusts in a power greater than themselves. The question is where you put your faith. Dr. King, for example, put his faith in the power of non-violent action and redemptive love. Others put their trust in the big stick, armaments and retaliation. But the philosophy of an eye-for-an-eye, King said, left everyone blind.

    That particular night happened to be the civil rights leader’s birthday, and January 15 also marked the start of the first Gulf War. American warplanes were bombing Baghdad even as we spoke.

     Many wars later (Bosnia, Iraq, and Afghanistan), Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday might be a good time for all of to ask where we put our faith. In F-35 bombers and drone technology? Or do we need a change of heart? “Hatred cannot vanquish hatred,” King proclaimed, “only love can do that.” But do any of us really believe that, even a little?

     Dream A Have You? In Believe You Do What? Are “realpolitick” and bigger budgets for defense actually the path to peace? The best way to celebrate King’s legacy is to risk getting out of your comfort zone. Let yourself be confronted by the tough questions that he asked.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/dream-have-you-do
8.4: Does Evil Exist? by Rev. Marlin Lavanhar (402 words)
     In a recent conversation at our church, someone said, “I don’t believe evil exists.” Another person responded, “Well, technically darkness doesn’t exist either. It is merely the absence of light. Yet no one would argue that darkness is not a reality we live with. In the same way, evil is a reality we live with, even if it is merely the absence of good.” 

     Here is how I explain it. Evil is real and it manifests in the form of such things as racism, sexism, homophobia, rape, child abuse, and many other human creations Evil can even appear in religion. Evil is the result of human actions and decisions, and the responsibility lies solely within people and certainly not in a cosmic devil. The expression, “The devil made me do it” is a copout. That said, it is important to realize that people are not evil, but their actions, and the results of their actions, can be. What’s more, tornados, hurricanes, tsunamis, earthquakes, and lion attacks, while indeed tragic, are not evil. 

     Religion becomes evil when it is arrogantly triumphalistic and says, “If you don’t agree with me you must be persecuted.” Many wars and terrorist acts have been the result of, or have at least been fueled by, triumphalistic religion. Much of the European settling of the Americas was advanced by Christian beliefs that Native Americans were savages who should be converted or killed. For centuries Christianity and the Bible were used to endorse white supremacy by sanctioning slavery and racial segregation – a clear case of evil being preached in the name of Jesus. Fortunately, Africans in America, including slaves and others, created clandestine churches in bayous and forests and farmhouses in which the liberating spirit of Jesus and Christianity emerged in new ways. In doing so, African Americans helped redeem Christianity as well as American society. 

     The work continues. There is still a great need for redemptive efforts by churches and religious congregations, even as we approach the second decade of the 21st Century. Religion today is still being used in ways that promote evil. Girls and women are still portrayed and treated as second to men and boys by fundamentalists of most religions. The rights of gay and lesbian people are being denied in America and around much of the world based on, primarily, religious beliefs. Triumphalistic religion continues to divide people, to teach prejudice, and to encourage violence.

Source: no longer online
8.5: The Degree of Heartbreak by Rev. Victoria Safford (190 words)
     Sometimes I think I use a very subjective, subconscious barometer in reading the paper or receiving the news of the day and deciding whether some event, some action, bears the weight of that word, evil. It’s not the size of the event, nor the cruelty or self-interest of those involved, or even historical impact. I find more and more that it’s the degree of heartbreak that I feel: beyond horror or shock or sorrow, that sense of something in me has been blasted apart, a shattering of hope, a collapse (and not for the first time) of what I thought I wished was true about the construction of the world and about human nature, the eclipse of optimism by a creeping cynicism, that I begin to call ‘realism.’ Some truths there are, some news there is, that breaks the heart not permanently, but utterly for a while. The wind’s knocked out of you, the light goes out, or flickers, as the realization forms perhaps for the hundredth time: this too is part of our humanity. Evil is the only word for this. And human is the only other for this.

Source: Unitarian Universalist Views of Evil, Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor, Editor

8.6: Evil by Way of Reason? by Rev. David Schwartz (313 words)
     A former South African paramilitary commander looks across his dining room table into the interviewer’s camera. He is in his early sixties, overweight, with short gray hair. He wears glasses and a polo shirt. Its late morning. He explains, speaking of his former life:

     “We were at war. We believed that if the Blacks were organized, they would rise up. They were trying to get weapons, and they would have used them on us. I had to do what I did to keep the country from descending into chaos. If we didn’t get them, they’d be shooting at us a few years later. So, we found suspects and took care of them. I did what I had to do to keep our country together and protect us.”

     This is madness. He is talking about assassinating kids, a systematic program to find and kill kids: fourteen, fifteen-year-olds who had committed no crime, but might, someday fight against the Apartheid government. But did you hear the reasons? Did you hear that the killings weren’t an act of madness or passion or blind hatred? He had reasons to do what he did, hardheaded, straightforward, pragmatic reasons.

     The assassinations sicken me; the thought that they could be reasonable terrified me. I can imagine those same words coming from politicians and pundits and on editorial pages here, today. And more: coming from my co-workers, my friends. From my own mouth. That is the horror of what this commander had to say: that reasonable, well-meaning people could support reasonable, pragmatic assassination, or genocide, or ethnic cleansing. These acts are not the product of demagoguery, political trickery, or force—they are the product of bright, reasonable people making bright, reasonable arguments about how to best protect themselves. And it happens in venues less vivid than political assassination, it happens in much more ordinary ways, it happens much closer to home.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/sermon/8784.shtml
8.7: Good and Evil by Kahlil Gibran (199 words)
And one of the elders of the city said, “Speak to us of Good and Evil.” 
     And he answered: 
Of the good in you I can speak, but not of the evil. 
For what is evil but good tortured by its own hunger and thirst? 
Verily when good is hungry it seeks food even in dark caves, and when it thirsts, it drinks even of dead waters. 
     You are good when you are one with yourself. 
Yet when you are not one with yourself you are not evil. 
For a divided house is not a den of thieves; it is only a divided house. 
And a ship without rudder may wander aimlessly among perilous isles yet sink not to the bottom. 
     You are good when you strive to give of yourself. 
Yet you are not evil when you seek gain for yourself. 
For when you strive for gain you are but a root that clings to the earth and sucks at her breast. 
Surely the fruit cannot say to the root, “Be like me, ripe and full and ever giving of your abundance.” 
For to the fruit giving is a need, as receiving is a need to the root. 
     [Go to source for complete reading of 422 words)

Source: https://poets.org/poem/good-and-evil
8.8: Evil and Spiritual Growth by Jonathan H. Ellerby (255 words)
     I've explored the concept of evil with Christian priests, rabbis, Hindu yogis, Native American elders, spiritual healers, energy healers, and spiritual teachers everywhere I've gone; and I've asked them all the same thing: 'Do you believe evil exists?
     …The most common response is that evil is a dangerous concept because the boundaries of good and bad can become so easily blurred. We'll never be able to exactly prove or disprove it, and the identification of it is tricky. How do we know the difference, for example, between an evil act and an evil person? Who decides? If the criteria are written in a sacred text, who interprets it? How do we separate crimes of need from crimes of passion, or crimes of defense from crimes of political greed? The most spiritually experienced and mature teachers agree that the very idea of evil can be used to perpetuate and justify evil (violence, persecution, and power over others).

     The preoccupation with evil is itself a problem and detrimental to the spiritual path. The fear of evil evokes feelings of defense and judgment and causes people to focus on what they're afraid of and what they believe they must avoid, instead of focusing on love and what they hope to become. Placing attention on evil causes us to discriminate and feed the ego's desire to be 'right,' rather than feeding the soul's desire to be free. We look for sources of problems and blame others when we should be investing in solutions and being a part of change.

Source: https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/book-reviews/excerpts/view/19712
9.0: Extinguishing the Chalice

9.1: We extinguish this flame by Elizabeth Selle Jones (30 words)

We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.

Source: SLT #456
9.2: Carry the Flame by Rev. Brian Kiely (53 words)

The Chalice is now extinguished, but its light lives on in the minds and hearts and souls of each one of you. Carry that flame with you as you leave this place and share it with those you know, with those you love, and most especially, with those you have yet to meet.

Source: http://www.uua.org/worship/words/closing/carry-flame
9.3: A Guiding Light by Rev. Martha Munson (33 words)

We extinguish the chalice here that it might glow gently in our hearts.

May it light your path as you leave this place.

May it guide your way until we are together again.

Source: http://www.uua.org/worship/words/closing/6049.shtml
9.4: Daring Vision by Rev. Maureen Killoran (31 words)

We extinguish this chalice flame,
daring to carry forward the vision of this free faith,
that freedom, reason and justice
will one day prevail in this nation and across the earth.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/chalice-lighting/daring-vision
9.5: It Becomes More by Rev. Amy Zucker Morgenstern (44 words)

     When we take fire from our chalice, it does not become less.
It becomes more.
     And so we extinguish our chalice, but we take its light and warmth with us,
multiplying their power by all of our lives, and sharing it with the world.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/closing/it-becomes-more
9.6: The Work We Share by Rev. Krista Taves (54 words)

It is our work, shared with each other in covenant,
That creates and sustains this beloved community.
We extinguish this chalice, but its light lives on
in the directions we have chosen today.
The light of this faith lives on in us, together,
in our hearts, minds, bodies and spirits.
Amen and Blessed Be.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/chalice-extinguishing/work-we-share
9.7: The Power of Our Thoughts by Rev. Rolfe Gerhardt (60 words)
     We extinguish this flame, a mere wisp of matter in process, almost as insubstantial as the thought of it.

     Yet our civilization has harnessed the power of such a flame to drive and shape a new world.

     So, may it be with the power of our thoughts, that in truth and love they may drive and shape a new world.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/closing/6050.shtml
10.0: Closing Words

10.1: Sometimes we do what is wrong by Rev. Dr. Linda Anderson (123 words)
     Sometimes we do what is wrong. We feel out of control and helpless. We feel ashamed.

     Yet evil is not all we are.

     Sometimes we do what is right. We feel proud and courageous. We feel our strength.

     Yet good is not all we are.

     Like the wind—sometimes mild, sometimes fierce—we hold all the moods and the power inside us. We bring the soft rain and the wild storm. It is our nature to contain it all.

     May we have peace with who we are—and with who we may be.

     May we have peace with who we have been—evil and good, foolish and wise, weak and strong.

     May we know all that we are—and may we have peace.

Source: https://www.joycedowling.com/peace_thoughts.html
10.2: Help Us to Be as Good by Rev. Harry Meserve (105 words)
     From arrogance, pompousness, and from thinking ourselves more important than we are, may some saving sense of humor liberate us. 
     For allowing ourselves to ridicule the faith of others, may we be forgiven. 
     From making war and calling it peace, special privilege and calling it justice, indifference and calling it tolerance, pollution and calling it progress, may we be cured. 
     For telling ourselves and others that evil is inevitable while good is impossible, may we stand corrected. 
     God of our mixed up, tragic, aspiring, doubting, and insurgent lives, help us to be as good as in our hearts we have always wanted to be. Amen

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/prayer-meditation/help-us
10.3: There Are Miles Behind You by Rev. Dr. Andrew Pakula (44 words)
There are miles behind you
And many more ahead.
As you journey on toward wholeness
May all that is good and true guide your way
May the joy of love lighten every step
And the miracle that is life be ever in your sight.

Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/closing/125415.shtml
11:0 Sermons

11.1: A Thirst for Goodness by Rev. Jill Cowie (Excerpt, full text at https://uuharvard.org/services/a-thirst-for-goodness/) (1,045 words)
     …William Ellery Channing of Boston said God is benevolent and human nature good. His famous sermon in 1819 explained that, “by God’s spirit, we mean a moral, illuminating, and persuasive influence, for God is essentially goodness, justice, virtue, the life motive, the sustainer of the human soul.” This affirmation of goodness, both human and divine, is what drew me to Unitarian Universalism…. But the upheaval in our social norms these days and the erosion of civic and democratic public life, has me feeling a little lost in our larger moral landscape, thirsting for goodness. …I am like a deer, yearning for the riverbank. I thirst for the God of goodness.

     My search for goodness led me to Philosopher Martha Nussbaum of Brown University, who wrote a book called the Fragility of Goodness. She takes a deep dive into the literature of Greek tragedies to discover how we as human can foster goodness, something she says is discovered at the interface of our internal and external worlds. In ancient Greece, the tragic plays involve the whole community, and the voice of the chorus, the multitude, guide the characters, usually the people of power, towards goodness. From this vast literature, Martha discovered that goodness is fragile because we tend to rely only on deep human agreements to bring value and moral authority to our social norms. During times of upheaval, like today, in our governance, and what is happening at the border, these relationships can collapse. Martha references Hecuba, the queen of Troy, who loses everything in her defeat to the Greeks. Her power, her status, and ultimately her children. She holds onto her nobility through all until, betrayed by a friend who she trusted to keep her son safe, she literally goes mad, consumed with revenge. The point of the play, says Martha is that Hecuba’s goodness, her love for life, turns to madness when her sustaining relationships are lost, and she has no external standard to refer to. Our trust, Martha says, needs a place to go.

     Goodness becomes fragile as well when we simplify our moral conflicts. Too often, Martha says, we are taught to be consistent by applying a general rule to each particular decision, which results in a choice of one commitment over another. This can narrow our field of goodness if the choice inadvertently devalues the people and projects we love and to whom we are committed. 

     She offers the extreme example of Agamemnon, the Greek King, who at the command of one god is told to invade Troy, but on the way, his fleet is becalmed, and he is told by another god to sacrifice his daughter so his mission can continue. He does so, to save his men from starving. But Martha’s complaint is what happens to him internally, to the way in which his intellect overrides his emotions. Once he decides that killing his daughter is “right” he is emboldened, and sees her only in beastly terms, claiming to his soldiers afterword “all will be well.” The chorus, the wisdom makers made up of the multitude of the community, say to him “sing sorrow, sorrow, may good prevail.” Not feeling the sadness of killing his daughter makes it easier to dehumanize her and evade the morality of what’s happening. He becomes callously impervious to a love central to his humanity.

     …Martha writes, “to perceive the people of any moral situation fully, it may be necessary to love them, and when you do, don’t impede the flow of tears.” I suddenly find myself in the psalm, “My tears have become my food day and night, while they say to me where is your God?” But instead of answering the question, where is your God, a question impossible to answer, the psalmist acknowledges that sometimes we lose faith. That though we once joined the throngs, our downcast soul is telling us, some new insight, or revelation is needed. Go deep says the psalmist, which is what the playwrights say as well. The soul of a Greek tragedy says Martha Nussbaum “is like a spider who creates a web in which each horizontal line of connection contributes to the depth of goodness.” So, I am creating connections that help me see and to know the people who come undocumented across our borders. Only by going deep, can we see glimpses of goodness, and though transient, we can let goodness change us. Like this story from Karen Cotta, who came across a large group from Guatemala about 50 miles from Tucson while putting water out in the desert, now a criminal act. The Guatemalans had collected coins left at a shrine before they left their country to give to a Catholic church once they arrived in this one, but they knew the likelihood of being picked up by border patrol and didn’t want the money confiscated. So, they gave it to Karen, to give to any church that helped people. Karen was filled with amazement at their compassion and their certainty of God’s bounty.

      By going deep, we open ourselves up to the possibility of new revelation, from which we make a new and bolder claim of what is holy. The psalmist writes, “all thy waves and thy billows wash over me” and by the end of Psalm, the speaker is intimate again with her God; “My rock, she says, “the health of my being.” In the Greek tragedies, it is the chorus, that restores the people to goodness. And if as I am suggesting, the way our society treats migrants is a retelling of a Greek tragedy, I wonder will this community sing with chorus? Many citizens in our country have simplified their moral landscape, narrowed their sights, and hardened their hearts, by choosing citizenship over discipleship, sovereign rights over human rights. Standards of goodness that are insufficient and corrupt.

     In community we generate what Marilynn Robinson calls “reservoirs of goodness beyond and of other kind.” A goodness moved by tears and swayed by love that sings with reverence for our human plurality. A goodness that moves us to treat migrants as worthy and sacred. An act that nourishes our lives with a moment of grace that in these times of upheaval grounds us and yet keeps us thirsting for more. …

11.2: Good and Evil by Rev. Victoria Safford (Excerpt, full text no longer online) (1,022 words)
     How shall we speak about evil, and about good, each of which come about so gradually sometimes you barely notice till you’re looking back at history (world history, or your own life story)? How shall we speak about evil as Unitarian Universalists? Surely not in the language of traditional religion, in which evil is a living force, a presence pulsing in the universe, with hideous power to catch hold of you, take you over, confound you and possess you, make you do bad things in spite of yourself. The idea of a satanic, devilish entity called evil leads so easily to the idea of evil people, individuals who are just rotten through and through, who deserve to burn in hell. And this can lead before too long to demonizing entire groups of people, an “Axis of Evil,” as one former President put it, organized around everything that isn’t good. That kind of evil begins quickly to include all the people whose politics or ideology or race or religion, or whatever, you just don’t like, or just don’t understand, or it just looks scary to you, and pretty soon it spills further to include all the people holding the power, the oil or the land, the weapons or water or money that you wish you had, that you believe you ought to have, and you become willing to do terrible things to get those things or to defend them. These old ways of thinking are so ancient that they seem like caricatures, but you know they’re very much alive in contemporary religion, in contemporary politics. In a liberal religious theology there is no evil entity out there, nor empire, no satanic force out there, nor in here [inside a human being]. There are not evil people. There are only choices upon choices, decisions which may be good and brave, or cowardly; unintentional, accidental, thoughtless stupid choices; or choices which may be deliberately vile, vicious, ruthless, unforgiveable, horrific, and yes – evil: 

· a movie theater splayed with bullets and indifference in Colorado. 

· a Sikh temple where premeditated hatred left six people dead. 

· three little girls in Wisconsin, all murdered …by their father’s deliberate hand. 

· [a] …shooting in the city by an angry worker… 

How shall we speak of this, and so many other things you’ve seen and heard and known, things which may not ever make the news? How shall we speak of these things and in the same breath speak of the worth and dignity of every human being? How can you be a Universalist, proclaiming the reconciliation of all souls, all souls, without floating off into a very foolish and naïve, a very dangerous denial of reality, of human nature, human history, the news of any day? We may not believe in the old red devil, or that any human person could be forever lost to hell, but still we know there are unspeakable things that must be named and spoken and remembered and resisted. …

     Evil is not rare. It’s never far away. We hold within us always the capacity to diminish life or enhance it, to do small or large amounts of good, or small or terrible amounts of damage, to do evil things, that capacity is ready and waiting in us all the time. And we make choices all the time, choices which, I believe, depend greatly on the extent to which those “appropriate conditions of life” are available to us (food, water, shelter, compassion, respect and beauty…). Evil, like good, is cumulative. It usually starts small. Small decisions, small choices accumulate. Systemic evil – a project like the Holocaust – required uncanny leadership to instill terror and make the unspeakable articulate, it required concentrated power, but it also required thousands, millions of tiny, daily discernments, tiny, invisible acquiescences and compromises by so many ordinary, decent people, so many small acts of what seemed in the moment like regular patriotism and basic citizenship, or seemed in the moment not so bad. W.H. Auden, the English poet, said “Evil is unspectacular and always human, / And shares our bed and eats at our own table.” This is what makes it so frightening and sad. And the poet does go on, “And we are introduced to Goodness every day. Even in drawing rooms among a crowd of faults.” Good, it turns out, is not so spectacular either, most of the time – just ordinary, drawing room decency. Because we’re human, we bear within us always, in every moment, the capacity to curse or bless the world. …

     Some years ago, I was asked by the UUA to write a definition of evil for Unitarian Universalists. This is part of what I said: Evil is the capacity, within us and among us, to break sacred bonds: with our own souls, with one another, and with the Holy. Further, it is the willingness to excuse or justify this damage, to deny it, or to call it virtue. The soil in which it flourishes is a rich compost of ignorance, arrogance, fear and delusion, mostly self-delusion, all mingled with the sparkling dust of our original, human being. We touch it all the time. Hitler didn’t corner the market. The soldiers at Guantanamo in those photographs don’t own it. Osama Bin Laden did not own it. Typically, it’s not spectacular. It shares our bed and eats at our own table. It’s not even an “it,” but a steady gathering of small habits and choices, some of them so thoughtless and so ordinary. Some of them are reversible. Some don’t need to be repeated. All need to be named and owned and held up to the light of day, and if found unacceptable, discarded, repented and laid down. Evil starts small, almost always. That’s the problem. It’s almost microscopic. The good news is that good starts that way, too, a whole lot of the time. There are no saints or angels sitting on the franchise of goodness, only people, trying to be human. There’s just us, all us just trying as hard as we know to live up to our name, our beautiful name: humanity. …

11.3: Speechless in the Face of Evil by Rev. Josh Pawelek (Excerpt, full text at http://revjoshpawelek.org/speechless-in-the-face-of-evil/) (1,064 words)
     [Unitarian Universalist blogger] PeaceBang writes: “My liberal religious tradition would say that … people who are one bad turn of events away from sheer desperation, may do bad or criminal things because of that desperation. I agree. They certainly might. I certainly might do that if I was in their position. What my liberal religious tradition does not acknowledge is that on top of this level of human misery, fear, need and desperation is a pre-existing human condition called evil.”

     For the moment I’m less interested in the idea of “a pre-existing condition called evil;” I’ll come to that. I’m more interested first in “what my liberal religious tradition does not acknowledge.” Yes, Unitarian Universalism is not known for its robust discourse on evil. This is not to say we’re oblivious to evil—we aren’t—or that none of us has any direct experience of evil—some of us plainly do. But evil is not the typical starting place for our theological reflection. It doesn’t drive our spiritual lives. …We Unitarian Universalists know human beings can and do inflict enormous pain and suffering on each other. Yet when we imagine the world theologically, we’re more likely to say it’s essentially good. People, essentially good. Creation, essentially good. Evil, at most, plays a minor role.

     …Six months after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, an article in the UU World magazine asked whether we were theologically prepared to respond to evil. “Now that terror spreads from shore to shore, now that Islamist militants are calling the United States a terrorist nation because U.S. bombing has killed Afghan civilians, is this one of those rare moments in history so powerful that we have no choice but to re-examine even something so fundamental as our historic trust in the basic goodness of humanity?”

     …Unitarian Universalists have much to say about humanity’s more positive traits—love, caring, compassion, generosity, and selflessness— all of which we are capable of expressing in word and deed. But for the more negative human qualities—violence, greed, hatred, and selfishness—all of which we are capable of expressing in word and deed—we don’t have a deep theological understanding of the roots of these things in us and the world. 
     …I suspect the charge that Unitarian Universalism doesn’t acknowledge evil is as old as liberal religion itself. Any time we put human goodness at the center of our faith, someone else may ask, “What about genocide? What about fascism, killing fields, gas chambers, mass shootings, torture, racism, slavery, sexual abuse?” With its positive view of humanity, liberal religion has always faced this line of questioning. There is, therefore, some truth to the claim that, unlike our counterparts in more conservative religious traditions who encounter the world as a spiritual war zone, we are, at least theologically speaking, speechless in the face of evil.

     Some truth, yes, but there may be more to our speechlessness than we realize. This is my message: speechlessness in the face of evil is not the same thing as powerlessness in the face of evil. 

     …I don’t know if evil is a pre-existing condition. I’m also not sure it matters. Whether it pre-exists, or we learn it along the way, or it’s in the social order and we become accustomed to it without ever realizing it—I think there’s some truth to all three—I’m convinced evil is real. It has an impact on the world. ...It’s a story of people killing the spirit of another, attacking their emotional and physical well-being, silencing them. Of course there are many more stories like this, and multitudes of stories of all kinds of violence people visit upon people. When any of us hears a story like this, does it matter whether we have a well-developed theology of evil to understand it? In that moment of hearing the story, I wonder if trying to restate the experience of evil in theological terms may do more harm than good. If we’re really hearing the story—if we’re really taking it in, encountering the horror of it—I wonder if the most healthy, realistic and respectful initial human response we can have is speechlessness. Silence. Perhaps this is how we know we’re dealing with evil: We have no words. We have no words because what we’re hearing contradicts everything we love about humanity. We have no words because what we’re hearing shatters our faith in human goodness.

     …PeaceBang’s …issuing a call to action. She says, “A popular Unitarian Universalist slogan right now says, ‘Go love the hell out of the world.’ Perhaps …we might make a shared, community resolution to hearten each other for this work, for this steady confrontation with forces that lie, steal, starve and shame a huge percentage of the population which regards its lack of financial success as a personal failure. Perhaps in the new year we might refrain from one or two in-fights … over relatively small matters or semantics and stay focused on the hell in the world, which I believe we can successfully discern if we stay clear about where and what it is.”

     …I know this: if I’m going to confront evil with courage and resolve, I need human goodness at the center of my faith, despite my awareness that people, myself included, aren’t always good. I need the principle of the inherent worth and dignity of every person—even those who commit atrocities—at the center of my faith. And I need to keep a positive, hopeful attitude about the future at the center of my faith, despite what I know about the human penchant for war, oppression, and destruction of the natural world.

     …Our liberal, Unitarian Universalist, positive view of human nature as loving, compassionate, generous, caring and self-sacrificing—though it may not present the whole picture—is no light-weight, naïve, sheltered theology. It is a life-saving, life-giving, life-enhancing religious response to all those theologies that drive arbitrary wedges between people, that seek to frighten people into faith, and that teach people of their inherent sinfulness rather than their beauty, worth, and potential. If the price of such a faith is speechlessness in the face of evil, then so be it. It may be just what is needed. So, may we find power in the midst of our speechlessness, and may our faith lead us to action—action that loves the hell out of the world. …

11.4: What do we do with evil? by Rev. Carol Allman-Morton (Excerpt, full text no longer online) (1,558 words)
     What is evil exactly?

     Many theologians describe evil as the breaking of relationship. Evil is what pulls us apart. …Unitarian Universalist minister Victoria Safford has an elegant way of framing it… “Evil is the capacity, within us and among us, to break sacred bonds with our own souls, with one another, and with the holy. Further, it is the willingness to excuse or justify this damage, to deny it, or to call it virtue. The soil in which it flourishes is a rich compost of ignorance, arrogance, fear, and delusion—mostly self-delusion—all mingled with the sparkling dust of our original, human being.”

     Safford explains that evil is not only tearing sacred bonds apart, but denying that this has happened. For example, in the recent financial crisis, remember how some financial institutions not only created financial products that they knew were bad, said they were good and sold them to people as solid products, but then bet against them to fail and made a ton of money when the system imploded? That was pretty evil.

      There is of course a larger question, which is why does evil exist? …Rabbi Harold Kushner offers a …way to look at the question of theodicy. Or, if God is all powerful, all knowing and all good, why do bad things happen? For many Unitarian Universalists this question has been answered by believing that there is not a God at all. Some of us believe in a transcendent connection in creation, but not in any kind omniscient being, and some of us believe in a more classically defined God. For those of us who believe that people are inherently good, there is a corollary question. If people are inherently good, why do we do so many bad things? Kushner …focuses most on the bad things that can happen to us by seeming chance, like cancer or being hit by a car, and spends some time on corporate evil, like the Holocaust. Kushner has come to the conclusion that the way to understand evil and suffering is for those who believe in God is to say that God is not all powerful, which is a pretty radical theological assertion. He believes that when bad things happen God is there to help us as we cope with loss and hurt. He says: “Let me suggest that the bad things that happen to us in our lives do have a meaning when they happen to us. They do not happen for any good reason which would cause us to accept them willingly. But we can give them a meaning. We can redeem these tragedies from senselessness by imposing meaning on them. The question we should be asking is not, “why did this happen to me? What did I do to deserve this?” That is really an unanswerable, pointless question. A better question would be “Now that this has happened to me, what am I going to do about it?”

      This question, “Now that this has happened to me, what am I going to do about it?” is one that can really be helpful in a Unitarian Universalist context. In large part, our theological responses to evil are less about where evil comes from and more about what we are going to do about it. We do not have a narrative about why people have developed in such a way that so many are willing to do such terrible things to amass and hold on to power, but we do have faith that there might be a way to change their minds. In this way we are a radically evangelical and hopeful faith…. As part of our religious tradition we seek to understand the patterns of oppression and violence in the world, believe that people are good and able to make more compassionate choices, and then go about to do what we can to make the world better. These are truly hopeful acts.

      I have struggled with the question…, “If people are inherently good, why do they do such terrible things?” …I know that there are thousands of stories of people who, in the middle of wars and genocides, when faced with the humanity of their supposed enemy, have made a compassionate choice. I also know that when people allow themselves to dehumanize their supposed enemy, …atrocities have occurred that could keep you up at night for a lifetime. People are capable of such intense caring and beauty, and of horror and evil. In his discussion of free will Kushner writes: “[Humanity], we discovered, is that unique creature whose behavior is not ‘programmed.’ [It] is free to choose to be good, which means [we] must be free to choose to be evil. Some … people are good on a relatively modest scale. They are charitable, they visit the sick, they help a neighbor change a flat tire. Others are good on a grander scale. They work diligently to discover a cure for disease, or they fight for the extension of the rights for the poor and the powerless. Some … people choose evil, but have the capacity to be evil only on a small scale. They lie, cheat, take things that do not belong to them. And some have the ability to do harm to millions….”

      Many human beings are willing to ignore the suffering of others in order to achieve and hold on to power, and some are willing to actively work to oppress others for power and wealth. Some people, perceiving themselves not to have power, whether that is true or not, are willing to take power from others in order to feel more secure and powerful. This power may come in the form of wealth and political influence or any variety of privileges including, race, class, sexual orientation and gender. Remember my example of some of the evil choices that helped bring about the financial crisis? There was and is a system of power that allows people with a lot of money and influence to engage in behaviors that hurt others so that they can create more wealth and power. These people have power, but also have a compulsion to have more and to take it from others. Often it is people with power who are terrified of losing it and being powerless that make some of the most evil choices in our history. Often our willingness to hurt other people is linked to cultural emphasis on power and can blind people to the suffering of others.

      …[In the] Milgram experiment from the 1960s called “Obedience to Authority,” …Milgram wanted to understand how regular people would react to a perceived authority figure and how far they would go to complete the demands asked of them. They believed they were in a room with a button and dial that delivered shocks to a subject in the next room. Some people in the experiment were willing to follow commands to shock the person that they could only hear in the next room, past the point where the person had begged for mercy and then eventually stopped making sounds and was apparently either unconscious or dead. When we are faced with certain systems, often the critical thinking skills and willingness to question authority that we think of ourselves as having, fly out the window. As post-modern Unitarian Universalists, I like to believe that we would not walk into such an experiment and follow blindly, but there are many systems that we participate in because we have not yet found another way. The gasoline that we put in our cars is linked to violence, oppression, and environmental degradation around the world, and while we try and be as judicious with that resource as we can, we still participate in that system. I bet that for many of us, while we try to be conscientious in the products that we buy, we are unable to purchase fair trade, and eco-friendly everything. We cannot fully disentangle ourselves from corporate evil. In our lifetimes, we will make choices that bring us into closer relationship with each other and with creation, and we will make choices that break relationships. We will participate in systems that will help to make change towards justice, and we will participate in systems that cause suffering. Bad things will happen to good people, maybe even us. Sometimes they will be by chance or nature, or any number of things out of our control. Sometimes they will be influenced by systems of corporate evil, those forces in our global community that hold us together in making choices that hurt other people or the environment, everything from racism to colonialism, to greed. “People do bad things, and bad things happen to people, so what are we going to do about it?” As part of our religious tradition we seek to understand the patterns of oppression and violence in the world, believe that people are good and able to make more compassionate choices, and then go about to do what we can to make the world better. “What do we do with evil?” We can be compassionate with ourselves and others when bad things happen, and when there are larger systems contributing to suffering, we can work to dismantle them. We can cultivate communities of care and compassion today, and live in to our hope for a different tomorrow. …

11.5: Sermon on Evil by Rev. Mary Katherine Morn (Excerpt, full text no longer online) (1,360 words)
     …Evil seems to be more easily used than before. Even by religious liberals. And we’re the ones who question its very existence. We’re the ones who banished the devil and closed the gates of hell. But the devil is not so easily silenced. And hell, in the century following its realization in the crematories of World War Two, has a stench that is not easily sanitized. 

      …We still live in a world that has in it survivors of the Holocaust. Many of them, alive or not, have left testimonies that chill the heart. Our intellectual and spiritual forebears, those who knew nothing of the Holocaust, left us a legacy of hope for the progress of humanity. There’s no denying the progress. And there is no denying that humanity remains a species capable of unfathomable evil. 

     …President [Bush] emphatically reminded us… that “Evil is real.” I agree with him. And I agree that, as he also said, “it must be opposed.” Evil, however, is not simple. I do not believe we can put it in a box, or within a particular national boundary, and tie a neat little ribbon on top. In fact, …I don’t believe evil can be perfectly judged by humanity. What I mean is that …evil is a mystery. Just as goodness is a mystery. This is not to say we shouldn’t make judgments about what is good and what is evil. We must. This is an area, though, that requires great care and the utmost humility. 

     Let’s look at some of the questions about evil. A good place to start would be with a definition of evil. Or the criteria used to judge something as evil. Morally reprehensible or sinful are not very helpful distinctions. We all have judgments about what is morally reprehensible—it would be nearly impossible, though, to come to a consensus. I would use the lowest common denominator approach. It’s really not a bad approach. If we can garner consensus here, even at this level, we have moved in the right direction. My criteria would be: “Is it life-affirming or life-denying?” 

     Life, in this case, does not only mean my individual life-though this is something I must remind myself over and over again. I cannot pretend that survival will not be a factor in the judgments I make—however, part of being human is rising above mere survival to seek a larger sense of Life. So when I ask whether something is life-affirming or life-denying, I look for the larger view. And hope that I am not blinded by my own drive to survive. 

     Many make the distinction between natural evils, or acts of God, and human-made evils-tornados and atomic bombs. It makes little sense to me to call the wind evil. Or the shifting plates under the earth’s service. Tragic, yes. And the source of great suffering. But, evil doesn’t fit here. This tells you something about what I believe about Life and God. Whatever God is, or the Spirit of Life, it is benevolent, a force of good. This also tells you something about what I don’t believe. I don’t believe that behind every natural occurrence is the hand of an all-powerful God. 

     This raises the question of the source of evil, the evil human beings do. Is it inherent in human nature? Does it dwell outside of us in some tempting devil, as depicted in so many religious traditions? In Unitarian Universalism, we affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every person. Is it consistent to also affirm the inherent evil, or potential for evil in every person? What does that do to inherent worth? Would it make more sense to say that what is inherent in people is goodness and evil comes about as a result of outside forces? 

     …If we ever doubted the reality of the potential for human beings to do evil, we cannot face the last century without full and devastating knowledge of the reality of evil. 

     Its source? Maybe inherent in human beings. Maybe the effect of systemic forces upon us. Finally, I would say, that evil is like goodness in this. Its source is a mystery. The nature of Life, containing as it does so much beauty and goodness and so much suffering and pain, is a mystery. 

     I believe we can understand, though, how it happens. How it is possible for Hitler to lead a nation to believe that a race of people are themselves inherently evil and deserve to be killed. How Osama bin Laden and others can convince young and educated people of the inherent evil in the West, and lead them to give their own lives for the cause of the destruction of the West. Frankly, it is the same way we in the West can convince ourselves to fight this war on terrorism. 

     Don’t misunderstand me-I am not equating the morality of these things. I think there is a world of difference in the attempted extermination of the Jews, the effort to destroy, or at least inflict terrible suffering on, the western world through terrorism, a radical difference between these and our own efforts to protect ourselves against terrorism. 

     …What is the same, though, is the way we characterize the other. The way we create an enemy, or an axis of evil, by dehumanizing a person or a group of people is the same. I’m not certain this is not absolutely necessary for our survival. But I want to call it what it is. And I guess, fundamentally, I believe this is evil, or this causes evil. 

     …The most important question we can address concerning evil is what will our response be. There are two important responses I would like to offer. First is the importance of our own mindfulness concerning the ways we ourselves and those around us dehumanize others, perpetuate evil by categorizing others as less than human. In her book, The Origin of Satan, Elaine Pagels makes this point. She chronicles the evolution within Christianity of the idea of evil and the way the demonization of enemies has become common practice. …[Unitarian Universalist] William Jones suggests that demonizing an enemy, even a Hitler or a bin Laden, constitutes a victory for evil. We have thus, he argues, joined them in their dehumanizing evil. 

     The more appropriate response, Pagels argues, can be witnessed in the lives of Francis of Assisi and Martin Luther King, Jr, who, she writes, “stood on God’s side without demonizing their opponents. Their religious vision inspired them to oppose policies and powers they regarded as evil, often risking their well-being and their lives, while praying for the reconciliation-not the damnation-of those who opposed them. 

     This is a Universalist response to evil. It embraces inherent worth and dignity as an eternal and universal possibility. Reconciliation is always possible. If, on the other hand, we seek damnation for those who do evil, we contribute to the power of evil—we perpetuate the separation of one from another, the notion that God is more on one side than the other, that some are inherently more worthy. Surely, we can see the irony of such an approach in responding to fanatical religious fundamentalism. 

     Finally, I would offer, that in spite of the reality of evil, in spite of our own participation in acts of evil, still we must find, wherever we can the goodness and beauty around us. Victor Frankl, Holocaust survivor and theologian, who experienced evil in his life, said beauty and love are the voices of Life that call to us, even in the deepest moments of despair…. I cannot imagine a stronger response to evil and despair than an affirmation of love and beauty. 

     …If, however, we find the faith to organize our lives in response to beauty and love, then we will contribute to the beauty and love we experience. It’s true, of course, that there are times and places with little love, with little hope, with little joy, with little peace. But I also know there are times and places with more love, with more hope, with more joy, with more peace. I want this to be the song of my heart. 

12.0: Readings from the Common Bowl

“The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the people who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything about it.”   Albert Einstein

“Evil is always possible. And goodness is eternally difficult.”   Anne Rice

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”   Edmund Burke

“Never open the door to a lesser evil, for other and greater ones invariably slink in after it.”   Baltasar Gracián

“Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is illuminating. By judging others we blind ourselves to our own evil and to the grace which others are just as entitled to as we are.”   Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“I know there’s evil in the world, and there always has been. But you don’t need to believe in Satan or demons to explain it. Human beings are perfectly capable of evil all by themselves.”  Tess Gerritsen

“Most of the evil in this world is done by people with good intentions.”   T.S. Eliot

“In years to come, he would be a giver of bread, not a stealer—proof again of the contradictory human being. So much good, so much evil. Just add water.”   Markus Zusak 

“Good and evil are a great deal more complex than a princess and a dragon, or a wolf and a scarlet-clad little girl. …Is not the wolf simply acting as a wolf should act? Though perhaps it is a singular wolf who goes to such lengths as to dress as a grandmother to toy with its prey.”   Erin Morgenstern

“I object to violence because when it appears to do good, the good is only temporary; the evil it does is permanent.”   Mahatma Gandhi

“The belief in a supernatural source of evil is not necessary; men alone are quite capable of every wickedness.”   Joseph Conrad

“May the forces of evil become confused on the way to your house.”   George Carlin

“One should see the world, and see himself as a scale with an equal balance of good and evil. When he does one good deed, the scale is tipped to the good - he and the world is saved. When he does one evil deed, the scale is tipped to the bad - he and the world is destroyed.”   Maimonides

“Science may have found a cure for most evils; but it has found no remedy for the worst of them all -- the apathy of human beings.”   Helen Keller

“[E]vil in the open is but evil from within that has been let out. The main battlefield for good is not the open ground of the public arena but the small clearing of each heart.”   Yann Martel

“Evil will never find peace. It may triumph, but it will never find peace.”   L.J. Smith

“As for monkeys, I would have five, and they would be named: See No Evil, Hear No Evil, Speak No Evil, Do Pretty Much Whatever the Hell You Want, and Expensive Attorney.”   Tad Williams 

“Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel to say your nightly prayer. And let faith be the bridge you build to overcome evil and welcome good.”   Maya Angelou

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”   Martin Luther King Jr. 

“I hope that real love and truth are stronger in the end than any evil or misfortune in the world.”   Charles Dickens

“Do not let us mistake necessary evils for good.”   C.S. Lewis

“Evil begins when you begin to treat people as things.”   Terry Pratchett

“I think our humanism is our best resource when it helps us understand that our freedom of choice means that all of us are capable of evil acts as well as wonderful acts. …We need religion not to protect us from this world but to enable us to engage in a way that repairs and restores life….”   Rebecca Parker

“The evil that is in the world almost always comes from ignorance, and good intentions may do as much harm as malevolence if they lack understanding.”    Albert Camus

“Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious conviction.”   Blaise Pascal

“Real life’s nasty. It’s cruel. It doesn’t care about heroes and happy endings and the way things should be. In real life, bad things happen. People die. Fights are lost. Evil often wins.”   Darren Shan

“Evil is unspectacular and always human. And shares our bed and eats at our own table.”   W.H. Auden

“The reason evil exists is not solely because people plot evil. The reason evil exists is not because people are making pacts with the devil – horns, hoofs, and all. The reason evil exists and persists is, in part, because people are frightened and don’t know what to do with the spiritual hole in their lives.”   David Owen

13.0: Supplemental Materials
13.1: Confronting Evil: Has Terrorism Shaken Our Religious Principles? by Warren R. Ross (4,561 words)

     A comprehensive article on Evil in the wake of 9/11.

Source: https://www.uuworld.org/articles/has-terrorism-shaken-our-religious-principles%3F, UU World XVI:1 (January/February 2002): 18-25.

13.2: After 9/11, can Unitarian Universalists talk about evil? by Rev. Angela Herrera, September 2011 (1,358 words) 

     This essay is adapted from a panel discussion entitled “Ten Years after 9/11: A New Generation of Ministers Responds to Evil,” with the Rev. Angela Herrera, the Rev. Lucas Hergert, the Rev. Robin Tanner, and the Rev. Aaron White at the UUA General Assembly, June 23, 2011. 
Source: https://www.uuworld.org/articles/uus-talk-about-evil
13.3: Liberal Theology and the Problem of Evil by Rev. Dr. Paul Rasor

Good GA presentation on evil.

Source: https://www.uua.org/ga/past/2001/128725.shtml, summary & complete audio
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